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CLAIM AMENDMENTS 



(Currently Amended) A method of generating directed content, the method 
col^prising: 

receiving a set of Hsts from a plurahtv of remote web services , each Ust in said set of 
hsts associated with a respective web service in a the plnraHty of remote web services and 
each hst inWid set of hsts including searches submitted to said respective web service; 

distilliHg said set of lists into a frequency database, the database storing search 
frequency inforrra^ion indicating, for respective searches, a frequency with respect to each of 
one or more of the pJ^rality of remote web services to which the respective searches were 
submitted ; 

obtaining a query^ 

searching the frequehf y database for matches between said query and a search in the 
database and for; 

selecting the matches ha^s^tog highest associated fr e qu e ncy frequencies , each selected 
match indicating a respective selected remote w eb service of th e w e b s e rvic e s ; and 

generating directed content based on one or more of the selected web services. 

2. (Currently Amended) The methofl of claim 1 , wherein said directed content is a liHk 
hyperlink to a selected remote web service that wa s s e l e ct e d during said s e arching st e p . 

3. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, said method ftirther comprising 
identifying a category that corresponds to a selected web service that was s e l e ct e d during said 
s e arching st e p ; said directed content including an advertisement that corresponds to said 
category. 

4. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, wh^ein said directed content is an 
advertisement, the method fiirther comprising: 

routing said query to an instance of a selected remote wb^ service that was s e l e ct e d 
during said s e arching st e p ; and 

collecting a respons e data generated by said selected remoteN yeb service in response 
to said query : 

wherein said advertisement includes a portion of said response. 
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5^ (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein a match having highest associated 
frequency is detemiined by a rank of a search, which matches said query, in a list associated 
withV web service in said plurality of web services. 

6. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein a match having highest associated 
frequency is determined by a score that is a function of (i) a rank of a search, which matches 
said query, in\a list associated with a web service in said plurality of web services and (ii) the 
logarithm of thedfrequency of said search in the hst. 

7. (Currently Ainended) A method of generating directed content, the method 
comprising: \ 

receiving a plurality of lists from a plurality of remote web services, each list in said 
plurality of lists associateci with a respective web service in a the plurality of remote web 
services and each list in saiasplurality of lists including searches submitted to said respective 
web service; \ 

distilling e ach list in saioplurality of lists into a frequency sorted list, the frequency 
sorted list including a plurality of entries, each entry having a search and a number of times 
said search was submitted to a respective web service; 

obtaining a query; \ 

searching the frequency sorted listSfor matches between said query and a search in the 
frequency sorted list and fori \ 

selecting the matches having highest associated fr e qu e ncy frequencies , each selected 
match indicating a respective selected web service of th e w e b s e rxac e s ; and 

generating directed content based on one oV more of the selected remote web services. 

8. (Currently Amended) A computer program product for use in conjunction with a 
computer system, the computer program product comprising a computer readable storage 
medium and a computer program mechanism embedded therein, the computer program 
mechanism comprising: \ 

a frequency database for storing search frequency information; 

a program module for generating directed content, said program module comprising: 
instructions for receiving a set of lists from a pluranty of remote web services , 
each list in said set of lists associated with a respective web service m a the plurality of 
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renrote web services and each list in said set of lists including searches submitted to said 
respe\jtive web service; 

instructions for distilling said set of lists into said frequency database, the 
database^storing search frequency information indicating, for respective searches, a frequency 
with respect to each of one or more of a the plurality of remote web services to which the 
respective searches were submitted : 

X^nstructions for obtaining a query; 
i^^structions for searching the frequency database for matches between said 
query and a search in the database asd; 

instmctions for selecting the matches having highest associated fr e qu e ncy 
frequencies, each selected match indicating a respective selected remote web service of th e 
w e b s e rvic e s ; and 

instructions for generating directed content based on one or more of the 
selected remote web services. 

9. (Currently Amended) The computer program product of claim 8, wherein said 
directed content is a link hvpexlink to a selected web service that was s e l e ct e d by said 
instmctions for s e arching . 

10. (Currently Amended) Th^computer program product of claim 8, wherein said 
program module ftirther comprises mstructions for identifying a category that corresponds to 
a selected remote web service that wao s e l e ct e d by said instructions for s e arching ; said 
directed content including an advertisement that corresponds to said category. 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) The compuW program product of claim 8, wherein said 
directed content is an advertisement, the program module ftirther comprising: 

instructions for routing said query to iui instance of a selected remote web service feat 
was s e lect e d by said instructions for s e arching\ and 

instmctions for collecting a r e spons e data generated by said selected remote web 
service in response to said query : wherein said adyertisement includes a portion of said 
response. 

12. (Original) The computer program product of Vlaim 8, wherein a match having highest 
associated frequency is determined by a rank of a search, which matches said query, in a list 
associated with a web service in said plurality of web services. 
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(Original) The computer program product of claim 8, wherein a match having highest 
assoQiated frequency is determined by a score that is a function of (i) a rank of a search, 
which inatches said query, in a list associated with a web service in said plurality of web 
services Vid (ii) the logarithm of the frequency of said search in the list. 

14. (Cun;ently Amended) A computer program product for use in conjunction with a 
computer sys^m, the computer program product comprising a computer readable storage 
medium and a computer program mechanism embedded therein, the computer program 
mechanism composing: 

a frequency^orted list for storing search frequency information; 

a program module for generating directed content, said program module comprising: 

instructiims for receiving a plurality of lists from a plurality of remote web 
services , each list in said plurality of lists associated with a respective web service in the 
plurality of remote web semces and each list in said plurality of lists including searches 
submitted to said respective web service; 

instructions for (distilling e ach list in said pliurality of lists into said frequency 
sorted list, the frequency sorted list including a plurality of entries, each entry having a search 
and a number of times said search was submitted to a respective web service; 

instructions for obtaining a query; 

instructions for searching the frequency sorted list for matches between said 
query and a search in the frequency sorted list aedi 

instructions for selecting this matches having highest associated fr e qu e ncy 
frequencies , each selected match indicating V respective selected remote web service of th e 
w e b se rvic e s ; and \ 

instructions for generating directW content based on one or more of the 
selected remote web services. \ 

1 5 . (Currently Amended) A computer system foV generating directed content, the 
computer system comprising: \ 

a central processing unit; \ 

a memory, coupled to the central processing unit, tl\e memory storing: 

a frequency database for storing search frequ^cy information; 

a program module for generating said directed content, said program module 

comprising: 
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\ instructions for receiving a set of lists from plurality of remote web 

servi^s, each list in said set of lists associated with a respective web service in a the plurality 
of remo\e web services and each list in said set of lists including searches submitted to said 
respectivesAveb service; 

\ instructions for distilling said set of lists into said frequency database, 

the frequency\iatabase storing search frequency information indicating, for respective 
searches, a frequency with respect to each of one or more of a the plurality of remote web 
services to which me respective searches were submitted ; 

\ instructions for obtaining a query; 
\nstructions for searching the frequency database for matches between 
said query and a search in the database and; 

insttuctions for selecting the matches having highest associated 
fr e quency frequencies , eacn\selected match indicating a respective selected remote web 
service of th e w e b s e r\ac e s ; and 

instructioiis for generating directed content based on one or more of 
the selected remote web services A 

16. (Currently Amended) The computer system of claim 15, wherein said directed 
content is a link hyperlink to a selecteo vweb service that was soloctod by said instructions for 
s e arching . \ 

17. (Currently Amended) The compute system of claim 15, wherein said program 
module fiirther comprises instructions for identifying a category that corresponds to a 
selected remote web service that was s e l e ct e d by said instructions for s e arching ; said directed 
content including an advertisement that corresponds to said category, 

18. (Currently Amended) The computer system of claim 15, wherein said directed 
content is an advertisement, the program module furaier comprising: 

instructions for routing said query to an instance of a selected remote web service that 
was s e l e ct e d by said instructions for s e arching ; and \ 

instmctions for collecting a r e spons e data generatW by said selected remote web 
service in response to said query ; wherein said advertisemmt includes a portion of said 
response. ^ 
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19. \ (Original) The computer system of claim 15, wherein a match having highest 
associated frequency is determined by a rank of a search, which matches said query, in a list 
associa\ed with a web service in said plurality of web services. 

20. (Omginal) The computer system of claim 15, wherein a match having highest 
associated frequency is determined by a score that is a function of (i) a rank of a search, 
which matchesssaid query, in a list associated with a web service in said plurality of web 
services and (ii)\he logarithm of the frequency of said search in the list. 

21. (Currently Amended) A computer system for generating directed content, the 
computer system coniprising: 

a central processing unit; 

a memory, coupleci to the central processing vmit, the memory storing: 
a frequency^orted list for storing search frequency information; 
a program module for generating said directed content, said program module 
comprising: \ 

instructions for receiving a plurality of lists from a plurality of remote 
web services , each list in said plurality of lists associated with a respective web service in the 
plurality of remote web services and^each list in said plurality of lists including searches 
submitted to said respective web servio^e; 

instructions for distilling e ach list in said plurality of lists into said 
frequency sorted list, the frequency sortedNlist including a plurality of entries, each entry 
having a search and a number of times said Search was submitted to a respective web service; 

instructions for obtainiiag a query; 

instructions for searching, the frequency sorted list for matches between 
said query and a search in the frequency sorted liSt and; 

instructions for selecting thevmatches having highest associated 
fr e qu e ncy frequencies , each selected match indicating a respective selected remote web 
service of the web services; and \ 

instructions for generating directed content based on one or more of 
the selected remote web services. \ 

22. (Currently Amended) A method of generating a directed advertisement, the method 
comprising: \ 
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\obtaining a query; 

searching a web resource for a match between said query and an element of said web 
resource; \ 

selecting a remote web service based on said element of said web resource; 
routink said query to an instance of said selected web service; 

collecting a respons e data generated by said selected remote web service in response 
to said query ; ana\ 

generating said directed advertisement, said directed advertisement including a 
portion of said responise in said advertisement. 

23. (Original) The rnethod of claim 22, wherein said element of said web resource is a 
category. \ 

24. (Original) The method of claim 22, wherein said web resource is the Open Directory 
Project. \ 

25. (CTirrently Amended) Theymethod of claim 22, wherein 

said web resource is a frequejicy database, the database storing search frequency 
information indicating, for respective^earches, a frequency with respect to each of one or 
more of a plurality of web services to which the respective searches were submitted : and 

said element of said resource is an entry in the frequency database corresponding to 
said selected remote web service, said searc^ frequency information stored in said frequency 
database indicating that said search has beenVonducted at said selected web service at a high 
frequency relative to other web services of saia plurality of web services. 

26. (Currently Amended) A computer program product for use in conjunction with a 
computer system, the computer program product comprising a computer readable storage 
medium and a computer program mechanism embeoded therein, the computer program 
mechanism comprising: \ 

a program module for generating a directed advertisement, said program module 
comprising: \ 
instructions for obtaining a query; \ 

instructions for searching a web resource for V match between said query and 
an element of said web resource; \ 



-9- 



CAl : 343829.5 



instructions for selecting a remote web service based on said element of said 

web resAjirce; 

instructions for routing said query to an instance of said selected web service; 
instructions for collecting a r e spons e data generated by said selected remote 
web service ii^response to said query ; and 

iiistructions for generating said directed advertisement, said directed 
advertisement including a portion of said response in said advertisement. 

27. (Original) Tne computer program product of claim 26, wherein said element of said 
web resource is a category. 

28. (Cxurently Amended) The computer program product of claim 26, wherein 
said web resource is a frequency database, the database storing search frequency 

information indicating, for re^ective searches, a frequency with respect to each of one or 
more of a plurality of remote we|5 services to which the respective searches were submitted : 
and 

said element of said resourc^ is an entry in the frequency database corresponding to 
said selected remote web service, said search frequency information stored in said frequency 
database indicating that said search has-been conducted at said selected remote web service at 
a high frequency relative to other web seWices of said plurality of remote web services. 

29. (Currently Amended) A computer system for generating directed content, the 
computer system comprising: 

a central processing unit; 

a memory, coupled to the central processing imit, the memory storing: 

a program module for generating sa^d directed content, said program module 

comprising: 

instructions for obtaining a queV 

instructions for searching a web i^esource for a match between said 
query and an element of said web resource; 

instructions for selecting a remote w^b service based on said element 

of said web resource; 

instructions for routing said query to an\nstance of said selected web 

service; 
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instructions for collecting a rospons o data generated by said selected 
remote ^eb service in response to said query : and 

instructions for generating said directed advertisement, said directed 
advertiseme^it including a portion of said response in said advertisement. 

30. (OriginV) The computer system of claim 29, w^herein said element of said weh 

resource is a category. 

V 

31 . (Currently Amended) The computer system of claim 29, w^herein 

said web resource is a frequency database, the database storing search jfrequency 
information indicating,\for respective searches, a frequency with respect to each of one or 
more of a plurality of wet^ services to which the respective searches were submitted : and 

said element of saia resource is an entry in the frequency database corresponding to 
said selected remote web service, said search frequency information stored in said frequency 
database indicating that said search has been conducted at said selected remote web service at 
a high frequency relative to other web services of said plurality of web services. 



32. (New) The computer prograi^n product of claim 26, wherein said web resource is the 
Open Directory Project. 

33. (New) The computer system of cl^im 29, wherein said web resource is the Open 
Directory Project. 

34. (New) A method of generating a directed advertisement, the method comprising: 
obtaining a query; 

selecting a remote web service based on sMd query; 
routing said query to an instance of said selected remote web service; 
collecting data generated by said selected renwjte web service in response to said 
query; and 

generating said directed advertisement, said direc\s^d advertisement including a 
portion of said response in said advertisement. 

35. (New) A computer program product for use in conjunction with a computer system, 
the computer program product comprising a computer readable^torage medium and a 
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computer\program mechanism embedded therein, the computer program mechanism 
comprisingc 

a progjram module for generating a directed advertisement, said program module 
comprising: 

inWuctions for obtaining a query; 

instructions for selecting a remote web service based on said query; 
instructions for routing said query to an instance of said selected remote web 

service; 

instructioi^ for collecting data generated by said selected remote web service 
in response to said query; and 

instructions for generating said directed advertisement, said directed 
advertisement including a portion of said response in said advertisement. 

36. (New) A computer system^for generating directed content, the computer system 
comprising: 

a central processing unit; 

a memory, coupled to the centr'lal processing unit, the memory storing: 

a program module for ger^erating said directed content, said program module 

comprising: 

instructions for obtaining a query; 

instructions for selecting a remote web service based on said query; 
instructions for routing s^id query to an instance of said selected web 

service; 

instructions for collecting d^ta generated by said selected remote web 
service in response to said query; and 

instructions for generating saidydirected advertisement, said directed 
advertisement including a portion of said response in said advertisement. 
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